
St George Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

October 21, 2021 

7:00PM 
 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/332782597 
 
You can also dial in using your phone. 
United States: +1 (872) 240-3212 
 

Access Code: 332-782-597 
 

Selectboard members present: Jeff Pillsbury, Sarah Tischler, Harry Bowen, Richard Whitehead, Joel Colf 
Other Town Officers Present: April Pillsbury (to record minutes only) 

Others Present:  None 

 

Jeff Pillsbury calls the meeting to order at 7:00pm 

 

Changes to agenda: None 

Public comments: Richard requests the hard link to the remote meetings be included in an email for ease of logging in 

 

Approve September 16, 2021 Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

MOTION by Jeff Pillsbury, SECOND Richard Whitehead to approve the September 16, 2021 minutes as drafted. 

Voting: unanimous; motion carried. 

 

Resignation – Neil Boyden, Road Commissioner 

Due to a family member’s ongoing health crisis, Neil has tendered his resignation. He has generously offered to help 

oversee any unfinished projects, and hopes to have them completed by the time the snow flies. He has also offered a 

suggestion as to a potential replacement.  Neil’s work throughout the years has been of enormous benefit to the Town of 

St. George. His expertise in public works and self-efficacy have saved the taxpayers tens of thousands of dollars during 

his tenure. Neil will be greatly missed.  

 

St. George Community Coop Grant 

- Request that the St. George Community Cooperative planning grant be increased from $2,830 to $6,000 to 

allow the Town to cover its legal and administrative fees associated with executing the grant agreement, and 

activities related to processing requisitions and monitoring  

MOTION by Jeff Pillsbury, SECOND by Richard Whitehead. Voting: unanimous; motion carried. 

- Adopt the Drug-Free Workplace Policy which is mandatory for all parties participating in the grant. 

MOTION by Jeff Pillsbury, SECOND by Sarah Tischler. Voting: unanimous; motion carried. 

 

  

Potential Community Conversation- Sarah Tischler 

Sarah: I feel responsible for the community conversation during Town Meeting in regards to the available town lots. After 

thinking about it, I appreciated the initial reaction by people regarding holding a community conversation which could be 

limited to what kind of development we could have that fits within the Town Plan. A lot of work was done on the Town 

Plan and we have regulations in place. After talking to people in particular to the relief money that has come, it’s more 

compelling to hold a conversation, or conversations, that might guide us in ways that would be helpful as we think of 

ways to use the Town’s two available lots. Pre-covid, our children were at the forefront; post-covid, the population’s 

mental health, usage of the schoolhouse and land have moved to the forefront. I don’t know what it looks like just yet but 

I feel responsible to grab an opportunity to invite the community and discuss what they need, think would be a benefit, 

ways in which are most responsible to spend some of the ARPA money.  Internet access for school is one thought. I have 

been impressed by the Orton Family Foundation’s commitment to Vermont and small cities, helping towns move towards 

different initiatives. They’ve done work all over the country by holding community conversations and it has helped a lot 

to increase civic engagement. Struggling to keep volunteers, the universal outcome has been to increase civic engagement. 

It would be good to look for multiple successes such as personal interest, and to spend some of the relief funds the Town 

has been given.  Professional help would give some guidance in connection to whatever topics there may be. Developing 

focused questions to invite people to respond to would be another advantage gained.  Some do a few opportunities, some 

do one. Some towns meet people where they are and with such a small town it feels like a great opportunity to consider. 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/332782597
tel:+15713173122,,401405069


 I am looking for thoughts and questions from the Selectboard. Joel states that his reaction right from Town Meeting was 

that there seemed to be a lot of energy around it, it would be a great way to possibly spend some of the covid relief money 

and to engage the community. He is curious if Fran Stoddard may come in as a facilitator or moderator. Sarah notes that 

yes, Fran is willing to aide the Town. A huge benefit to involving a disinterested professional seems to be checking all 

those boxes, particularly given her in depth relationship with the Orton Family Foundation, and all over the state. Joel is 

really supportive and suggests the inclusion of Jessica Brumstead, State Representative, as well. Richard asks Sarah how 

many people in St. George are likely to be engaged. Sarah mentions that she has no idea, it may just be the usual core 

group but she has a personal commitment to do this, and would be looking to start with a small group of 5-6 people. She is 

not looking for the Selectboard members to shoulder all the responsibility, but feels that something along the lines of a 

subcommittee would be a good idea. Richard asks if the relief funds have to be spent on a specific project or could 

something along the lines of an endowment fund be set up to help people down the road. Sarah replies that while there are 

many ways that the relief money could be spent, it does indeed need to be paid out by the Town, with a clear expiration 

date. Jeff’s understanding is that water, wastewater, internet, etc., are all the basic focal points. The Town is very limited to 

things that can be done with the land, as mentioned in the Town Plan. Sarah mentions that she has spent time reading the 

Town Plan, but the things that could be done with that money included holding a conversation just to generate ideas. Sarah 

mentions another piece, the Regional Conservation Partnership, and their current work, and Abel Russ, DRB Chair, has 

also been engaged in conversation. Jeff is wondering if Sarah wanted to invite a specific individual to the next Town 

Meeting, or if she is looking to bring ideas in well before hand. Sarah notes that at the 2021 Town Meeting, it was talked 

about to possibly hold one now and again in spring. It’s important to do it well, not rush, and have the right ways to back 

up the community. Would anyone object to inviting Fran to the November Selectboard meeting? No objection. Item will 

be added to the next Selectboard agenda for continued discussion.  

 

Order & Financials 

No group discussion 

 

Executive Session (If Needed) 

None 

 

Happenings Around Town 

It is mentioned that April has recently had a hip replacement and is recovering well.  

 

Adjourn 

MOTION by Jeff Pillsbury, SECOND by Sarah Tischler to adjourn at 7:40pm Voting: unanimous; meeting 

adjourned. 


